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Mr. President,
Mr. High-Commissioner, Mr. Special Rapporteur,
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

My Delegation thanks the Special Rapporteur to his comprehensive report on conflict and the
right to food, and shares his analysis with regard the most vulnerable being the most affected
and marginalised, in particular those in conflict situations, such as displaced persons, children,
the elderly, and persons with disabilities.

The Sovereign Order of Malta remains deeply concerned by the rise of food insecurity and the
risk of famine worldwide, resulting from climate change, socio-economic problems, conflicts,
and natural disasters, in particular with the war in Ukraine and the long-term effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic. In addition to providing food to people living in acute crisis situations and
poverty, the Order of Malta, through its worldwide relief agency, Malteser International, works
towards sustainable food security within its aid projects, taking an integrated approach that
includes water, sanitation, and hygiene, cash distribution to families in need and livestock. As
prevention measures, we support smallholder farmers and sustainable agriculture, improving
economic self-sufficiency. Such projects are in place in many countries.

In order to eliminate violence, food insecurity and malnutrition, we need to reduce the impact
of drought and conflict by engaging in a forward-looking assessment on products, promoting
soil health and a better use of water, as well as by building resilience into commaodity supply
chains. In order to achieve these goals mechanisms, that improve the ability to predict extreme
weather events and water resources are vital to diversifying crops and shifting production
wherever possible.
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