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Mr President, 

Mr High Commissioner,  

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, 

 

 

The Sovereign Order of Malta thanks the High Commissioner for his oral update and expresses its 

deep concern over the growing trends of incitation to religious hatred and condemns the increased 

desecration of Holy Books and places of worship.  

 

We call for the full respect of the basic human right to freedom of religion or belief, respecting 

people of different or of no faith, as members of the one Human Family.  

 

The Order of Malta is engaged in interfaith and intercultural dialogue, promoting faith literacy and 

mutual understanding.  

 

 

Mr President, 

 

The Sovereign Order of Malta wishes to stress here its firm opposition to blasphemy laws, which 

go against the very essence of the right to freedom of religion or belief, as well as the right to 

freedom of expression.  

 

Only through tolerance and mutual respect can we build peaceful and inclusive societies.  

 

 

Thank you.  


