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Mr. President, High-Commissioner, Distinguished Delegates,

My Delegation welcomes the High Commissioner’s report and is appalled by the many crises unfolding across the world. The Order of Malta’s global humanitarian activities reflect a universal commitment to human dignity and protection, consistent with international human rights frameworks.

In South Sudan, Malteser International is providing assistance to Sudanese refugees who have been forcibly displaced, arriving in a country already facing a precarious situation due to multiple intersecting crises.

The Order of Malta’s response to the war in Ukraine includes medical support for wounded and vulnerable populations, as well as emergency shelter and essential supplies to uphold dignity and safety. 

Present in Lebanon for the past 70 years, the Order of Malta operates an extensive network of humanitarian, medical, social, and agricultural projects. In contrast, the provision of aid in Gaza has become impossible for almost three months. This lack of access has resulted in a complete halt to life-saving assistance, leading to civilian starvation and the loss of preventable lives due to the absence of basic medical care.

As reflected in the High Commissioner’s report, ongoing and protracted conflicts are accompanied by serious human rights violations. We call on all parties to uphold International Humanitarian Law, to preserve human dignity prioritizing the protection and assistance of civilians during armed conflict.
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