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Mr. President,
Mr. Special Rapporteur,
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

The Sovereign Order of Malta thanks the Special Rapporteur for his insightful analysis of the
externalisation of migration governance, which builds upon his 2025 report to the General
Assembly.

The Order of Malta fully recognises the sovereign right of States to regulate access to their
territories. At the same time, we align ourselves with the concerns raised by the Special Rapporteur
regarding the imperative to uphold human rights obligations in all migration-related policies. It is
essential to remember that migrants, regardless of their status, are individuals entitled to dignity
and respect. Their aspirations extend beyond mere safety to include the hope of rebuilding their
lives in a meaningful way.

We also wish to emphasise the positive contributions migrants can make to host societies, provided
there is genuine integration. This requires not only that migrants embrace the language, laws, and
customs of their new home but also that receiving communities remain open to enriching their
own perspectives while preserving their cultural identity.

In this context, the Order of Malta notes with interest the Special Rapporteur’s call for equitable
and sustainable migration systems that fully respect human rights, particularly the recommendation
to move away from over-reliance on «safe country» concepts and to establish « genuine
responsibility-sharing mechanisms ».

In this regard, we would be grateful if the Special Rapporteur could elaborate on the key elements
of such mechanisms and clarify how humanitarian organizations might contribute to their effective

implementation.

I thank you.
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