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SOVEREIGN MILITARY HOSPITALLER ORDER
OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM OF RHODES AND OF MALTA
_____
PERMANENT OBSERVER MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE
AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA
 1st session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on Older Persons

 Intervention
14th July 2026, Geneva  

Mr. Chair, Excellencies,

The Sovereign Order of Malta thanks the Working Group and welcomes it as a solid and constructive basis for these negotiations. We particularly commend the emphasis on the full legal capacity of older persons, as well as autonomy, as preconditions for the real enjoyment of all their rights, and its culturally grounded approach, which respects national diversity while anchoring these guarantees in universal standards.

The Order of Malta, through its medico-social activities in 120 countries, translates these principles into daily practice: home visits, meals, and dementia care. We run numerous nursing homes and hospices, alongside frontline outreach during crises, including conflict situations and humanitarian settings, of concern is also heatwaves that increasingly endanger older persons living alone or without access to cooling systems. 

On this basis, we would like to raise four main issues we believe the Working Group should consider and address:
· First, the climate change aspect should be integrated into this negotiation process from the outset, not treated as a peripheral concern (as it affects the enjoyment of the right to life, health, and an adequate standard of living for everyone, and older persons are among those most severely affected). 

· Second, we recommend that the instrument explicitly recognise “the respect of their own culture and traditions, and in particular the capacity to freely practice their own faith or religion”.
In the Chair’s “food for thought paper”, under point 5 “Discrimination”, we would propose inserting a reference to “ethnic and religious minorities” who also face specific challenges. 

· Third, we underline that artificial intelligence (AI), and digital systems can meaningfully improve older persons' access to healthcare and public services; realising that it requires digital inclusion and digital literacy. However, AI also poses serious challenges and must always be used for the benefit of mankind and respect of the inherent human dignity, as His Holliness Pope Leo XIV mentioned in his Encyclical “Magnifica humanitas”.
· Fourth, older persons must be properly reflected in official statistics : we recall that organisations did not collect certain data on women over 45. This illustrates how age thresholds in data collection can render older persons “invisible” in policymaking ; this instrument should require disaggregated data by age without upper limit.

Once again, we thank the Working Group and look forward to continued engagement with all stakeholders. 
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